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Bus and coach industry news

Date: 7 August 2007                                     Number: 4491                               Release: Now
Weak July registrations for buses 

· Big buses still falling, down 22% to 2,377 for the rolling year to July.
· Coaches, down 2.8% to 1,093 for the rolling year to July, just below 2006 level.
· Only midibuses buck the trend, up 41.4% since January.
“The medium to long-term outlook for the big bus sector is bleak, with orders below optimum fleet replacement levels,” said Christopher Macgowan, SMMT chief executive.   “July’s figures are skewed by rescheduled deliveries to some customers and by summer shut downs.    Separately, coaches are also down for the rolling year, though deliveries of some unexpected orders have rescued the registrations for the month, taking the figure up nearly 300% to 116.   Once again, this shows the danger of drawing conclusions from an individual month’s data.”

Big buses and coaches – rolling year registrations December 2002 to July 2007
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If you have any questions, please call Robin Dickeson on +44(0)2 073 449 222

Mobile +44 (0)7 974 435 641    E-mail:   rdickeson@smmt.co.uk

Further tables and charts follow with more details of annual trends by gross vehicle weight & type.
July 2007 bus and coach registration data
	New bus and coach registrations in the United Kingdom – 2007

	
	July
	% change*
	YTD 2007
	% change*
	RYT
	% change*

	Total buses and coaches
	966
	18.7%
	7,053
	- 7.7%
	11,149
	-12.4%

	Buses above 8.5t
	140
	-56.8%
	1,252
	- 29.7%
	2,377
	-22.2%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Single-deck buses:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	minibuses to 3.5t
	336
	11.3%
	2,387
	- 25.8%
	3,984
	-27.4%

	3.5 – 8.5t
	374
	136.7%
	2,601
	41.4%
	3,695
	20.9%

	8.5 – 16t
	70
	-50.0%
	617
	 - 17.2%
	1,188
	-7.1%

	16t +
	28
	-68.9%
	378
	- 25.7%
	665
	-23.1%

	Single-deck buses total
	808
	17.1.%
	5,983
	- 5.2%
	9,462
	-10.8%

	16t + double-deck buses
	42
	-55.3%
	257
	- 51.2%
	594
	-39.9%

	All buses
	850
	8.4%
	6,240
	- 8.7%
	10,056
	-13.3%

	All coaches
	116
	286.7%
	813
	1.1%
	1,093
	-2.8%

	Coaches 3.5 – 16t
	24
	500.0%
	139
	28.7%
	182
	-5.2%

	Coaches 16t+
	92
	253.8%
	674
	-3.2%
	911
	-2.3%


The statistics in the above table are based on all vehicles registered in the UK with a bus and coach body.   The data covers all vehicles, from minibuses to double-deck buses and coaches.

Notes

Source: SMMT MVRIS Reports (NR3-BC)
*NB: Percentage changes are on the same period a year before
YTD: Year-to-date
RYT: Rolling year total
Key annual trends in the UK bus and coach new registration markets

Annual trends – rolling year totals for months from December 2002 to 2007
[image: image2.wmf]Minibuses to 3.5t gvw

3000

4000

5000

6000

7000

8000

D

0

2

M

J

S

D

0

3

M

J

S

D

0

4

M

J

S

D

0

5

M

J

S

D

0

6

M

J

S

D

0

7


[image: image3.wmf]Buses 8.5t+ gvw
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SDBuses>8.5t

DDBuses>16t


SDBuses: Single-deck buses

DDBuses: Double-deck buses

Analysis based on SMMT’s MVRIS – 

Bus and coach report NR3B&C
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